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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RUDBY PARISH COUNCIL HELD  

ON MONDAY, 10 APRIL 2017 AT 7.15 PM IN THE  

CHAPEL SCHOOLROOM 

 

 

Present:   Councillor Mr J Cooper (Chairman), Councillors Mrs D Medlock, Messrs N Bennington, S 

Cosgrove, M Jones, R Readman and N Thompson 

 

District Councillor Mrs B Fortune 

 

7 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs R Danjoux, Messrs M Fenwick, J Nelson and 

A Parry. 

 

2. The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after being 

agreed as a correct record. 

 

3. Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch.  No Police report had been received.  The Chairman said 

another Council had queried their Police report as to what crimes were recorded in it.  Community 

messages received included the recruitment of Neighbourhood Support volunteers; warning of a scam call 

from HMRC and fraud alerts. 

 

4. Meeting open to the public 
 

A resident spoke about the Neighbourhood Plan and his concerns that information coming through from 

Hambleton District Council suggests a shift on locations.  There have been discussions on whether we are one 

village or two villages i.e. with Rudby assessed separately.  The U turn on the allocations is of concern. 

People have a keen interest in the Neighbourhood Plan. This may be leading to scepticism.  A lot of people 

are really keen and anxious that we have a successful process to deliver a neighbourhood plan for the whole 

parish.  He urged that the Parish Council take one step back.  Are we on target?  Are we doing everything to 

ensure that we do not become one of those parishes that does not deliver a neighbourhood plan.  We need 

explanations from Hambleton District Council as to what is happening with allocations. We must ensure we 

continue to have that level of transparency to the more subjective areas of the allocations that gives an audit 

trail and confidence to the whole parish that we are running a completely objective process.  Most people have 

a vested interested in the outcome.  He asked the Parish Council what is happening about the U turn on 

allocations.  

A resident made observations on the planning application in Doctors Lane.  He said flat roofs are not looked 

on favourably in the VDS.   

A resident said the contractors who cut the grass in Linden Crescent/Linden Close seem to cut as though it is a 

sports field and it does not look very nice.  Residents try to tidy it up. 

The Chairman closed the meeting to the public. 

 

5. Matters Arising 

 

a. Neighbourhood Plan.   Mr Mortimer spoke about the Locality grant application. £1,500 has been used 

from the grant from Hambleton District Council with another £500 to be used over the next month.  We  
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      can potentially get up to £15,000 from Locality but previous restrictions still apply about spending within  

      6 months.  Mr Mortimer was fairly sure that they would get about £9,000.  The Parish Council has to 

      apply.  The expression of interest has been done and we have 30 days to submit the application.  It is  

      proposed to hold a workshop on Sunday, 7 May to cover a number of areas.  We will be looking at the  

      sites from Hambleton District Council’s call for sites and anything that has come out of the  

      questionnaire.  A project plan will be put on the website very shortly.  The target for the referendum is  

      March next year.  We hope to have the plan substantially complete by the end of September to circulate  

      around the Parish for comments.  On the schedule of responses we need to get comments back from a  

      number of other parties as well as the Parish Council.  Councillor Jones had a query about VAT and also  

      said that before site selection and spatial strategy is looked at you need to know what the need is.  Density 

      is different in rural villages.  He thought these two issues needed addressing before any site evaluations  

      can be made.  Mr Mortimer said along with the demand information from Hambleton District Council  

      this would be part of the developing strategy for all sites.  Councillor Jones asked if they had an 

      assessment of how the 70 houses should be split.  Mr Mortimer said that is the purpose of the next phase 

      of the work.  We have the raw materials but we have not decided what that is.  We are moving towards  

      site selection.  The Chairman said a meeting to discuss the Council’s responses to the questionnaire will 

      be held on 12 April.  Councillor Cosgrove proposed, seconded by Councillor Medlock that the grant  

      application be approved.  This was agreed unanimously. 

b. Footpaths.  A grant of £1,000 from County Councillor Tim Swales’ budget has been received for work on 

the river path.  Councillor Jones said Tees River Trust will apply for the closure of the footpath, etc.  The 

Council need to buy hardcore for the footpath.  Tees River Trust will reinforce the bank.  Some of the 

Fishing Club members will volunteer to help but more volunteers would be welcome.  The Clerk said the 

War Memorial railings are in a poor state and need to be re-painted.  Quotes will be obtained.  A large 

plant has grown over the sign at Northfields.  It was agreed that Sportscare will be asked to trim it.  Litter 

picking will take place on Monday, 24 April.  The Chairman will advertise it on facebook. 

c. Village Hall and Play Area.  A lobby on the side of the Hall will be put in.  There are no weddings for a 

while.  There is to be more monitoring by staff at weddings.  A quote for £8,000 has been received to 

repair what is already there in the play area.  If they decided to buy new then they will not be able to have 

as much equipment as now.  Another quote is being sought.  Councillor Jones asked who was paying.  The 

Chairman had suggested that the Management Committee should continue to manage the play area.  The 

Council will probably be willing to contribute but not pay for all of it.  It is an important facility for the 

village.  There are a couple of reports which the Chairman will circulate by e mail.  The Management 

Committee have not yet decided how much they will pay towards the loans this year.   

d. Sports Area.  The Clerk had e mailed the Police asking them to call in at the Sports Area when they are 

patrolling.  Councillor Bennington said there had been no response yet from Sovereign. 

e. Village Green.  Councillor Medlock said Care for our Village will be working to empty the old tubs and 

put plants in the new tubs and would appreciate volunteers.  They will be working on 12 April from about 

3.30 pm meeting at Goldie Hill House and 26 April meeting at the same time.  The Chairman will put the 

request for volunteers on facebook.  The Chairman said the Spar lorries have again caused damage to the 

Green.  The Clerk will write again to Spar Head Office and enclose photographs.  There is a hole next to 

the bust stop on the Green which needs to be filled in.  A contractor will be asked to provide some soil.   

f. Village Event.  The Chairman had circulated an e mail showing what has been booked so far.  There 

should be about 6 classic cars on display.  The Event will be advertised using facebook, the e mail list 

from the Neighbourhood Plan, posters in the shops and bunting around the trees.  The road closure has 

been applied for.     

g. Telephone Kiosk.  Councillors had inspected it before the meeting and it was decided to leave it as it is. 
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h. Parish Council land near River Leven.  Councillors had a site meeting with an adjacent land owner and he 

s quite amenable and supportive of having the area tidied up Councillor Jones will ask two landscape 

companies to give the Council some suggestions so that the area looks nice but has low maintenance.  

 

6. Burial Ground.  The new area will be grassed over and fenced.  There is a wire fence which will be 

removed.  Hopefully work will start next week.   

 

7. Finance.   A letter had been received from Mrs Banks detailing how she will carry out her internal auditor 

duties for the Council.  This had been circulated to Councillors.  Councillor Jones proposed, seconded by 

Councillor Thompson that the Council agree to the terms.  This was approved unanimously.  The annual 

review of the effectiveness of the internal audit was carried out on meeting the standards and the 

characteristics of effectiveness.  The details were proposed for approval by Councillor Jones, seconded by 

Councillor Thompson and all agreed.  Information had been received from the Public Works Loan Board 

giving details of the total balance outstanding from the loans taken out for the Village Hall.  A copy will 

be sent to the Village Hall Management Committee Chairman.  The Annual Return was received from 

PFK Littlejohn.  Our completed and approved Annual Return must be submitted to them by 12 June 2017.  

The Employer’s end of year summary, Employer’s Summary for March 2017 and Employer’s tax 

summary January – March 2017 were received from Thirsk CCA.  Notification from Barclays Bank of the 

closure of the Acklam Road, Middlesbrough branch.  The balances in the Council’s accounts are as 

follows: 

 

Community Account                                                                £5,000.00 (14 March 2017) 

Burial Account                                                                       £18,548.14 (14 March 2017) 

Business Premium Account                                                   £96,530.63 (14 March 2017) 

Allotment Account                                                                   £1,381.10 (14 March 2017) 

 

8. District Councillor Mrs Fortune had nothing to report. 

 

9. Dates for Annual Parish Meetings.  The Rudby and Skutterskelfe meeting and the Hutton Rudby 

meeting will be held on 8 May beginning at 7.00 pm in the Chapel Schoolroom to be followed by the 

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  The Middleton meeting will be held on Monday, 15 May at 7.00 

pm. 

 

10. Planning Applications 
 

a. Prior notification for a larger home extension to the rear of 17 Doctors Lane extending 6.5 m beyond the 

rear wall of the original dwelling, maximum height at eaves from ground level 2.6 m and maximum height 

of proposed extension 2.9 m for Mr P Harland 17/00745/RPN.  The Council commented as follows – a 

flat roof is not in keeping with the parish VDS Statement Building Guidelines No. 8 which recommends 

pitched roof instead of flat. A flat roof dormer would be out of keeping with the rest of the property. 

b. Alterations, single storey rear extension, porch extension to the front elevation, alterations to first floor 

bathroom flat roof to create pitched, removal of part garage/outbuilding and construction of extension to 

provide additional living accommodation to include the installation of 11 no. roof lights at Clear View, 

The Grove for Mr J Shanks. 17/00608/FUL.  The Council recommended approval. 

 

11. Correspondence  
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a. E mail from Mr M Southerton concerning Cleveland Hills View Holiday Park which is to be re-submitted 

to Planning.  The Council has said in the past that they are unhappy about its location for people wanting 

to walk into the village.  It is a long way from any services.   

b. E mail from Mrs A Sunley, Hambleton District Council explaining planning when it concerns work to 

trees in a Conservation Area.  This is a useful guide and will be kept on file. 

c. Letter from Norris & Fisher, Insurance Brokers offering to quote for the Council’s insurance.  The Clerk 

will complete the form. 

d. E mail from Ms A Madden, Rural Housing Enabler giving details of a free event at Galtres Centre, 

Easingwold at 10.00 am in 24 April.  Received. 

e. E mail from Mr I Wilson asking the Council for a contribution towards The Globe, Community Library, 

Stokesley.  The Council decided against contributing. 

f. Governance and Accountability Financial Guide received by e mail from YLCA and circulated to 

Councillors. 

g. E mail from YLCA with a survey regarding benefits of neighbourhood plans.  There are 4 questions and 

the Chairman will complete them.  It is giving the community a say in future development. 

h. E mail from YLCA giving information on grants available for improved broadband service.  Posters are 

on all the Parish Council noticeboards. 

i. Offer from YLCA for Good Councillor’s Guide for 50p a copy.  It was agreed to order a supply. 

j. White Rose Update received by e mail from YLCA and circulated to Councillors. 

k. Hambleton District Council Update received by e mail and circulated to Councillors. 

l. North Yorkshire Now newsletter received by e mail from NYCC and circulated to Councillors. 

m. News Digests for 20, 27 March 3, 10 April received by e mail from Rural Services Network and 

circulated. 

n. Letter from NWG Business about the changes for business customers of Northumbrian Water. 

o. Countryside Voice and Fieldwork magazines received from CPRE. 

p. E mail from Mr P Cole, Hambleton District Council advertising a “Fair Play” event to be held at 7.00 pm 

on 26 April at the offices of Romanby Parish Council. Circulated to Councillors. 

q. Letter from NYCC advertising vacancies for co-opted members on the Hambleton Area Committee.  

Nominations are invited from Parish Councillors. 

r. E mail from Valuation Office Agency detailing a new approach to delivering accounts receivable. 

 

12. Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council 

 

a. SLCC – Renewal of membership                                                                            £108.00 

b. YLCA – Membership fee                                                                                        £551.00 

c. Thirsk CCA – Payroll preparation January – March 2017                                        £48.75 

d. GGN Sportscare Ltd. – Interment                                                                           £155.00 

e. NYCC – Vehicle Activated Signs                                                                        £1,470.00 

f. Clerk – Monthly salary March + broadband                                                            £456.73 

 

Monies Received 

 

Jacksons Law – Repayment of fees for purchase of Burial land                        £658.00 

Reservations of Ashes Plots                                                                                £267.75 

Barthrams Funeral Services – Interment                                                            £336.00 

Allotment Rent                                                                                                      £20.00 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.27 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 


